


Map of the Lusophone world today. Today, the majority of speakers of Portuguese do not live in Portugal... Today, the majority
live in Brazil — 8 of 10 speakers of Portuguese. It is estimated that by 2050, the majority of Portuguese speakers will live in Africa.
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Photograph of Bouba Touré (at right) and friend in rural Mali. Touré was a Malian immigrants’ rights and labor activist who
became involved in pan-African workers’ struggles while living as a migrant worker in Paris. Notice that he is wearing the
"Cabral” hat and an MPLA T-shirt as he (and his friend) raise their fists in a version of the “Black Power” salute in Mali.







From Cabral’s 1965 speech in Dar es Salaam, called “The Nationalist Movements of the Portuguese Colonies”
(Later published, posthumously published, in a book called The Revolution in Guinea, Stage 1)

“Our national liberation struggle has a great significance both for Africa and for the world. We are in the process
of proving that peoples such as ours--economically backward, living sometimes almost naked in the bush, not
knowing how to read or write, not having even the most elementary knowledge of modern technology--are
capable, by means of their sacrifices and efforts, of beating an enemy who is not only more advanced from a
technological point of view but also supported by the powerful forces of world imperialism. Thus before the
world and before Africa we ask: were the Portuguese right when they claimed that we were uncivilised peoples,
peoples without culture? We ask: what is the most striking manifestation of civilisation and culture if not that
shown by a people which takes up arms to defend its right to life, to progress, to work and to happiness?”




Cabral’s 1965 speech in Dar es Salaam, continued (Slide 2)...

“In Africa we are for African unity, but we are for African unity in favour of the African peoples. We consider unity to be
a means, not an end. Unity can reinforce and accelerate the reaching of ends, but we must not betray the end. That is
why we are not in such a great hurry to achieve African unity. We know that it will come, step by Step, as a result of the
fruitful efforts of the African peoples. It will come at the service of Africa and of humanity.

“In the CONCP we are firmly convinced that making full use of the riches of our continent, of its human, moral and
cultural capacities, will contribute to creating a rich human species, which in turn will make a considerable contribution
to humanity. But we do not want the dream of this end to betray in its achievement the interests of each African
people. We, for example, in Guinea and Cabo Verde, openly declare in our Party's programme that we are willing to

join any African people, with only one condition: that the gains made by our people in the liberation struggle, the
economic and social gains and the justice which we seek and are achieving little by little, should not be compromised
by unity with other peoples. That is our only condition for unity.

“In Africa, we are for an African policy which seeks to defend first and foremost the interests of the African peoples, of
each African country, but also for a policy which does not, at any time, forget the interests of the world, of all
humanity. We are for a policy of peace in Africa and of fraternal collaboration with all the peoples of the world.”




Cabral’s 1965 speech in Dar es Salaam, continued (Slide 3)...

“On an international level, we in the CONCP (Conference of Nationalist Organizations of the Portuguese
Colonies) practice a policy of non-alignment. But for us non-alignment does not mean turning one's back on the
fundamental problems of humanity and of justice. Non-alignment for us means not aligning ourselves with

blocs, not aligning ourselves with the decisions of others. We reserve the right to make our own decisions, and if
by chance our choices and decisions coincide with those of others, that is not our fault.”






https://marxists.architexturez.net/subject/africa/cabral/1965/tnmpc.htm




